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By MICHAEL COX

AFTER five pressare-filled
holes of sudden-de ath golf
Katherirne Hull finally
prevoiled o become the first
1w r.lmt-mnnt'ru{ iLhe
sirplian Short Course

ool [ussell Vale Goll
Course vesierday

Hull, thve 2006 fussell Vale
champion, defeated Sydney’s
Sarah Oh in athrilling play-ofl
on the el ab’s par-three 1lth
hole

The world Mo 35 parred the
fifth play-olf hole o collect the
FA000 winner's che que

Karlier, both plavers had

eluteh putts ina haart-stopping
hiad-io-aead showdown

Hull andd Oh had each shol o
course record 56 around the
challenging par-6i layout.

[But the real drarma had yet to
unfold

players produced stunning
approeach shots tosrithindm,
followed by tricky pults for
birdie,

Hull then showed why she is
ranked emong Lhe world's best
with
thie se
holes

Her Sm downhill save on the
fourth hole was a >eauly

1l and fourth extra

traded beillinnt approaches and

On thee first play-off hole, both

rries ol amazing pults on

hirdie. “That one snapped ofT
the planet,” Huall said

“The greens are tricky out
here and you've gotto leave
yourselfbelow the hole," she
sabd, = I didn't, but I gol away
withit."

Oh held bher nerve witha2Zm
putt, but hither approach on the
Mirth extra bole long to give Hell
an opporiunity

Hull put Ser approach to
within 2m. “hen calmly two-
putted to secure vietory while
Oncould manage only a boges

Oh had maintained pressurs
om the evertual winner with
rolidd approach shots in the play-
all, but corldn't seal the win,

“She'sged o greal golf swing
and her rhivthm was [antastic
ng the play-off,” Hull =aid
ropponent.

“She sunk a few ¢lutch pults
az well, soshe definitely kepk
the pressure on me.”

Sydneysider Oh had achance
Lo win with a 2m putl on the
third extra hole but pushed it
wide,

The 21-year-old, who
received a pre-play-off pep telk
from Korean supersiardi Yai
Shin., said ghe would be betler
for the experience gained
yesterday

“It was exciting,” Oh said

“[ was nervous, but it's good to
have one o gel your mind st reng

Thriller: Cathering Hull wins a play-off against Sarah Oh 1o nbcnme fhe first two-

Hull scores again on
Russell Vale course
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58 KATHERINE HULL
{QLD{won afler five-hole
pliry-off - $3000, SARAH
OH (MSW) - $2200

58 FRANCES BONDAD
(NSW) - 1700

59 WENDY DOOLAN
(NSW), STACEY TATE
(MZ)- $1150

B0 JI YAl SHIN [KOR),
REBECCA COAKLEY
{IRE). KRISTIE SMITH
(WiA) - $BOO

61 J1 YOUNG OH [KOR),
JODY FLEMING (WIC),
HELEMN OH {NSW), NIKKI

Itbroke severely to give hern  and get meready for next time.” time Australlan Short Course Challenge winner. Poture: GREG TOTMAN GARRETT (NSW) - $540
62 DANA LACEY [WA),
Shin fine-tunes swing in preparation for LPGA THAAGECHETT

SMITH (QLD]). RACHEL L

By MICHAFL COX down, so [ want o play more consistently,” Tosing off: World
- & —  she said i Mo:2 Jiyai Shin BAILEY (NSW) - 3380
WORLIF No2 Jiyai Shin used yesterday's “Last year 1 achieved my goal - my goal during the Short 63 JOANNE MILLS
Short Course Championship al  was rookie of the vear. But I'm not a rookie Course NSV, KAREM QUINN
Rusgell Vale to fine-tune her swing ahead of  now, 50 1 just wart to play good all the time.” Chalienge (NSW}I VIKKITUTT
next meath's LPGA Tour opener. The 21.yenr-oid has based horself in yestarday at HEW '.$23|3
The Soulh Karean shol an even par 60 o Queensland thiz vear, training under the Russell Vale | !
finish equal fearth, four shols behind  guidance of Russell Vale Pro Steve Meltae, Goif Glub. Shin B4 SARAH KEMP (NSW),
leaders Katherine Hull and Sarah Dh Shin has been working with the sought- IS using the ASHLEE CLAYDOMN
“In the past twa weeks | changed my swing  after McRae since June Last year and is full 10”":'3"""'-'"[ o (CAN), ANGELA HAWHKES
a lintle it while I'm here in Australia, =0 I'm  of praise for her mentor. fine-une [NZ), CLARE CHOM (VIC),
just testing my 2hot,” Shin sajd “After 1 mel him 1 have played better.” changes to her I.E.l\.-':iNE'. BOWDITCH y
“I's riich better now, more safe, more  Shin sald. "He has good eyes, he entehes my goﬂpi:::? (OLD), KATY
power, | just changed it a little. the mistakes. He's a really good coach and a see " 'm!u MW
balanee™ gaod personality too.” ROC ': h
The winner of three LPGA tournaments Shin was a huge hit with the large 'f-"ln COMBES (WIC),
last vesr, Shin topped the sossos-ending  galleries follewing her throughoul the day SARAH NICHOLSON
sy Bist with cwver 80,8 million, at Ruasell Vale, Her infections personal ity (N2}, STEPHAMIE MA
With aer swing chonges and the experi- and booming drives kept fans entertained. (5A). BREE TURNBULL

(W), DONNA SOUTHAM
(NSW)-$173.27

ence gained from a full vear on the US tour, “1 love the people, they're very kind,” Shin
Shin believes she can still improve said. “Australia is a nice place, very clean
“Last year | played a little bit up and and very natural
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